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Summer 2016                        Parsha Bech’alotecha      Light Candles 7:42 pm  

As we implement the innovative 

engineering units in our Middle School 

science program, we are drawing 

upon  the expertise of the Center for 

Initiatives in Jewish Education (CIJE) and 

our in house experts.  These are the 

reasons - national experts collaborating 

with talented and devoted teachers - 

that we are able to offer our students 

the award winning programs we do. 

Pictured above left to right: Jane 

Willoughby, CIJE West Coast, Rachel 

Hudlow, math, Matt Bessler, science, 

Gavin Horn, Chair of the STEM Advisory 

Committee, Rabbi Cohen, Rabbi Weiser, 

and Dr. Adrian Krag, CIJE Teacher 

consultant. 

Keep on Growing 

Although it has been a quiet week in our classrooms since the school 

year ended this past Friday, I notice that the plants and vegetables 

which our students planted continue to grow on their own.  I think this 

sets a good example we can use in planning out the summer. 

First and foremost, stay connected to our Jewish community and the 

Jewish people throughout the 9 week recess.  Attend services.  Keep up 

on the weekly Torah readings.  Discuss important ideas within your 

family that draw upon the considerable learning, growth, and bonding 

with Judaism that your child has experienced.  In doing so, you will 

generate continuity and momentum to carry forward into the coming 

school year. 

Your child has flourished within the framework of a caring, inspired 

Jewish setting, shaped and molded by rabbis, teachers, and all of us 

who promote belonging, respect for others, and kindness. Our 

emphasis on student leadership deepens community connections, and 

our students see their school as a second home.  Let’s make their first 

home – your home – resonate similarly, connecting our children to 

their families and to their People.  Enjoy the summer. 
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 Parshat Beha’alotecha 
OVERVIEW: Parshat Beha’alotcha  (Numbers: Ch 8 – 12) 
Aharon is taught the method for kindling the menorah. Moshe sanctifies the levi'im to work in the Mishkan. They replace the firstborn, who 
were disqualified after sinning at the golden calf. The levi'im are commanded that after five years of training they are to serve in the 
Mishkan from ages 30 to 50; afterwards they are to engage in less strenuous work. One year after the Exodus from Egypt, G-d commands 
Moshe concerning the korban Pesach. Those ineligible for this offering request a remedy, and the mitzvah of Pesach Sheini, allowing a 
"second chance" to offer the korban Pesach one month later, is detailed. Miraculous clouds that hover near the Mishkan signal when to 
travel and when to camp. Two silver trumpets summon the princes or the entire nation for announcements. The trumpets also signal travel 
plans, war or festivals. The order in which the tribes march is specified. Moshe invites his father-in-law, Yitro, to join the Jewish People, but 
Yitro returns to Midian. At the instigation of the eruv rav - the mixed Egyptian multitude who joined the Jewish People in the Exodus – some 
people complain about the manna. Moshe protests that he is unable to govern the nation alone. G-d tells him to select 70 elders, the first 
Sanhedrin, to assist him, and informs him that the people will be given meat until they will be sickened by it. Two candidates for the group 
of elders prophesy beyond their mandate, foretelling that Yehoshua instead of Moshe will bring the people to Canaan. Some protest, 
including Yehoshua, but Moshe is pleased that others have become prophets. G-d sends an incessant supply of quail for those who 
complained that they lacked meat. A plague punishes those who complained. Miriam tries to make a constructive remark to Aharon which 
also implies that Moshe is only like other prophets. G-d explains that Moshe's prophecy is superior to that of any other prophet, and 
punishes Miriam with tzara'at as if she had gossiped about her brother. (Because Miriam is so righteous, she is held to an incredibly high 
standard). Moshe prays for her, and the nation waits until she is cured before traveling. (C) 2016 Ohr Somayach International - All rights 
reserved. 

DRASHA: The flames that emanated from the lamps that 
were to be lit as part of the menorah lighting ritual in the 
Mishkan and later in the Temple in Jerusalem were to be 
facing towards the center stem of the great menorah itself. 
There is a difference of opinion amongst the rabbis as to 
whether the lamps themselves could be removed from the 
menorah or whether they were permanently affixed.  
  
Be that as it may, all opinions seemingly agree that the 
lamps had to be lit in such a ways that their wicks and the 
resultant flames faced inward towards the main stem of the 
menorah. The symbolism implicit in this detail of the ritual 
of lighting the lamps of the menorah is that all efforts of all 
different types of Jews are to be directed ultimately to one 
common cause and goal – the lighting of the menorah, 
which symbolizes the light of Torah and G-dly wisdom.  
  
Many different people and groups may view this goal from 
different angles and traditions depending upon the place of 
their lamp in the menorah’s superstructure, but all are 
required to look inward and to work together for this basic 
Jewish value of spreading the light of Torah in the world.  
  
This was also the idea implicit in the idea that the kruvim – 
the forms of the two angels on the cover of the Holy Ark - 
faced each other. They covered the Ark of the Law and were 
united face to face in protecting and disseminating Torah to 
Israel. The Talmud teaches us that when they did not face 
each other, when they operated so to speak at cross 
purposes, it was a disastrous sign for the Jewish people.  
  
There may be varying and differing ways to promote Torah 
and its value system but all these ways must converge face 
to face in a sense of unity of purpose. Looking away one 

from another only diminishes our chance of success in 
achieving this holy goal. 
  
The honor and duty of lighting the menorah was reserved 
for the High Priest of Israel, the descendant of Aaron. Aaron 
himself was distinguished by the sense of harmony and 
unity he brought to Jewish life and society. He was able to 
take all of the different talents and traditions of twelve 
vastly different tribes of Israel and focus them together 
towards a common goal of national unity and Torah 
holiness. Therefore his direct descendants were charged 
with accomplishing this very same goal and this was 
symbolized for them in the daily lighting ritual of the 
menorah.  
  
The concept of Jewish leadership was to foster a unity of 
purpose and a common national vision. It was never meant 
to divide and fracture Jewish society into squabbling groups. 
There are those in the Jewish world whose face is only 
turned towards the past, away from the realities and the 
issues that so desperately confront us.  
  
There are those in the Jewish world who only face the 
present and have no connection any longer with the Jewish 
past thus depriving themselves of necessary perspective 
and historical experience. Only when all groups in the 
Jewish world face each other and combine their strengths in 
a positive fashion, will the light the lamps of the menorah 
again be lit in brightness and warmth. 
Shabat shalom.  Rabbi Berel Wein © 2011 
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 Milestone Events 

Kindergarten 

First Grade 

Second Grade 

Third Grade 

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 



5 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School                Kolenu                                June 17, 2016 -  11 Sivan 5776 

 Middle School Leadership 



6 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School                Kolenu                                June 17, 2016 -  11 Sivan 5776 

 Curriculum Showcase Events 



7 

 

Soille San Diego Hebrew Day School                Kolenu                                June 17, 2016 -  11 Sivan 5776 

 Soille Hebrew Day News 

At the Gala, we revealed our plan for campus renewal.  The vision creates expanded and 
beautified outdoor campus fields, gardens, and playgrounds,  enclosing re-imagined interior 
space to showcase 21st century classrooms and learning commons.  Last summer we built in the 
Huskie Hangout, which facilitates group and individual leaning for our Middle School 
students.  Completed and ready for the coming year is our brand new STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) Lab – a gift to our students and teachers from the Center for 
Initiatives in Jewish Education (C.I.J.E.).  Now we can continue together to complete the vision, 
as depicted above. 

Mazel Tov to… 
…Yoni Butbul on his forthcoming marriage to Shani Epstein, and to proud parents Avril and Avi Butbul.  
...Rebecca Goodman (HDS Class of 2006) on being accepted into a Ph.D program at Stanford University.  
...Miss Natania Feifel (HDS Class of 2009) on being accepted to the Brain Science Program at Bar Ilan University and on her 
forthcoming marriage to Shane Lipman this coming August. 
...Avromie Weiser (HDS Class of 2006) on his upcoming marriage to Leeba Schuler this August.  
...Ilan Buchwald (HDS Class of 2008) on his forthcoming marriage to Ashira Hochter this August in New York.  
...Miss Hannah Federman (HDS Class 0f 2007) on being accepted to the Rutgers College Medical School of Biomedical Sciences. 
...Mrs. Chava Simon (HDS Class of 2003) and family who are making Aliyah. 
...Miss Batel Darey (HDS Class of 2009) on her graduation from Stern College. 
...Elisha Klein on becoming Bar Mitzvah and to proud parents Adam and Tara Klein! 
…SCY High's new accreditation, announcing the school's certification through June 30, 2022.   
...Aviel & Nathan Cleveland on becoming Bar Mitzvah and to proud parents David and Oranit Cleveland. 
 
TorahHigh celebrated its seventeenth anniversary and fourteenth graduation ceremony. To HDS Class of 2012 members:  Mazel 
tov to Class of 2012 HDS Graduates: Tova Adatto, Raquel Levy, and Leetal Winick. 
 

Congratulations to...  
...SCY High graduates, Harel Amsalem on being awarded the Valedictorian Award, and to Gershon Brookler on being presented 
with the Ben Torah award.  We are very proud of HDS Class of 2012 members now graduating from SCY HIgh: Harel Amsalem, 
off to Yeshiva Netiv Aryeh, Jerusalem; Joey Aron - Yeshivat Reishit; Gershon Brookler - Lander College for Men; Yakir Silverman 
- Derech Eitz Chaim, Israel. 
 

Condolences to...  
...Boyd and Louise Goldwyn on their loss of their son, Hilliard Goldwyn (HDS Class of 1981). 

 


